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Hatshepsut and her two brothers
were the children of the great
pharaoh Tuthmosis I and his main
queen Ahmose. Her brothers were in
line to inherit their father's throne,
but they missed their chance when
they died before he did. Hatshepsut
was his only child of "pure" royal
blood, but wouldn't inherit the throne
because she wasn't male. Instead, it
went to her half-brother Tuthmosis
II, the son of Tuthmosis I and a lesser
queen. When he died, his son
Tuthmosis III inherited the throne as
a very young child. Because he was so
young, Queen Hatshepsut acted as his
regent. After about two years,
Hatshepsut made a bold move. She
declared herself pharaoh— so she was
now the king, not the queen! The title
of pharaoh had always been reserved
for a man. Hatshepsut played along
by having herself portrayed with a
false beard, a male body, and a king's
headdress in all statues, paintings,
and carvings. Some writings even
refer to her as a "him"! How could a
woman in ancient times get away
et 5. : . with such a radical move? Simple: it

anditheyiare was allowed because she did an
Sitting doywny not J - excellent job. She was a bold leader

standingiupy | who brought peace and economic

; : success to Egypt.
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Print this page on a color printer and cut
out your three bookmarks.

For best results, print your bookmarks
on heavy paper (card stock) and
laminate them!



