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T
here are four basic forces

that govern the flight of an
airplane. (1) gravity, (2) lift, (3)
drag, and (4) thrust. G

ravity is the
force that pulls the plane dow

n, Lift
is the force that pushes the plane up.
D

rag is the force caused by air friction w
hile

the airplane is m
oving through the air

. T
hrust

is the force generated by the planes propeller
or by its jet engine. W

hen all of these forces are
equal, the plane is in level or cruising flight.


